Applying for asylum

You must prove that it is not safe for you to go back to your home country.

First interview
The government will ask you to go to two interviews.  At the first interview:

· You will be asked a few personal questions e.g. name, age.

· You will be asked how you got to the UK.  

· You should not be asked lots of questions about why you are applying for asylum.

· You will have your photograph and fingerprints taken.  These will be put on your application registration card (ARC).

· You will be asked to show proof of your name and nationality e.g. a passport.  If you don’t have any proof you must explain why.

· You will be told to go on a course to find out about applying for asylum and life in the UK.

Second interview
Later on, you will be asked to go to a longer interview to talk about why you are applying for asylum.  At this interview you should:

· Give as much detail as you can about why you are applying for asylum.

· Show proof of what is happening in your country e.g. newspaper reports.

You must go to all the interviews that the government asks you to.  You must fill in and send back any forms that they give you. 

Decision
Most applications for asylum are turned down.  You can appeal against the decision.  If your application and appeal are turned down you must leave the country.  The government may use force to make you leave if you don’t go.

