Lesson 5: Celebrating achievements
	NC subject links

Citizenship, History, English, Geography

Aim

· To raise pupils’ awareness of the valuable contributions refugees make to their host countries, in particular cultural and social contributions 
Learning objectives

· For pupils to find out about some celebrity refugees and their achievements 
· For pupils to find out about the achievements of other individuals 
· For pupils to research historical contributions made by refugees



	Resources required

A blackboard, whiteboard or flip chart
Paper and pencils for planning

What do we have in common? cards (Resource K)

Refugee stories cards (Resource A) 



	Starter

Give out the What do we have in common? cards to each pupil.  Choose six different pupils to read out the ‘speech bubbles’.  Ask the pupils which of the people (or cats!) they have heard of.  What do they have in common – apart from the fact that they are all famous?  

Points to draw out:

· They all – or their creators - had to flee their home country as refugees.  

· They have all made their home in the UK/lived here at some stage.  

· They have all achieved highly in their chosen careers. 

· They have all contributed to cultural life, and cultural diversity, in Britain.



	
Main activity 

Split the pupils into 6 different groups (4/5 pupils per group) and divide the Refugee stories cards between the groups.

Explain that they are going to plan and present an item for a television news programme about the contribution that refugees make to Britain today.  They will need:

· the news presenter

· a reporter

· 2/3 interviewees

Explain that the presenter will introduce the item.  He or she can use information from previous lessons to prepare a short introduction.  This might mention that refugees are sometimes portrayed in a negative light by the media and quote some facts and statistics to counteract this view.

The reporter will then interview the other members of the group who will each take on the role of one of the refugees on their cards.  The group should work together on helping the reporter to plan the questions he or she will ask each interviewee.  This could include questions about their country of origin and reasons for having to leave, but should concentrate on their achievements/ skills/ professions/hopes for the future in order to show what they are contributing to British society.

The presenter will then need to plan a way to end the item – which might be simply thanking all those who have taken part.

You may wish to write a summary of these instructions on the board/flip chart.
The groups need to plan and rehearse their news items before presenting them to the rest of the class. 

N.B.  If the school has any camcorders, or other recording equipment, groups could film/record the interviews to be played back to the class.  

       


	Plenary

Ask pupils if they can list some of the contributions made by the people in the interviews.  Can they think of other contributions that refugees, and other migrants, have made, and continue to make, to Britain?  (If these are not forthcoming, prompt for ideas connected to cultural diversity e.g. food, music, festivals.)



	
Suggested homework activity

Ask pupils to find out about other famous refugees – past or present.

N.B. a ‘google’ search will reveal several.  The Amnesty International website (www.amnesty.org.uk) has a card game called A credit to the nation which lists 68.   You might wish pupils to do this part of the research themselves and make their own choice, or allocate different people to different pupils.   

Pupils should present their findings in the same way as the What do we have in common? cards (i.e. a picture of the person with text in a speech bubble written in the first person).  This work can be completed on a PC or handwritten and drawn.     




	Suggested follow-up activity

Pupils take on the role of the person they have researched.  They are ‘hot-seated’ by the rest of the class about their country of origin, reasons for leaving, profession, achievements etc.



